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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to Applicant's response from 04/28/2008. 
The benefits of the foreign filing date have been considered. Claims 23-31 are 
pending and are considered below. 

Examiner Notes 

Claims 23 and 29, which are directed to an apparatus, recite "wherein" clauses. 
These clauses do not distinguish the claims from the prior art. (See MPEP 21 14; 
While features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or functionally, 
claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms 
of structure rather than function alone (In re Swineheart, 169 USPQ 226; In re 
Schreiber, 44 USPQ2d 1429 (Fed. Cir. 1997))) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Restis (US Patent Publication No. 2004/0024638) ("Restis"). 
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4. Regarding claim 23, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal 
comprising: 

a) a scanner means for reading product ids from products; ([0044]; 
[0059]; fig 4; [0070] -[0073]) 

b) a machine-to-machine data input device for receiving a user id from a 
communication user agent; (fig 1 , elm A1 04; fig 2B; fig 11; [0044]; 
[0069]; [0088]; dm 7) 

c) network communication means; and [0019]; [0023]; [0075] 

d) processing means operable to accumulate a total purchase price in 
dependence on product id codes read by the scanner means and store 
said code values, ([0085]; [0088]; fig 3, elm 501; [0090]; fig 4, elm 509; 
[0092]) 

wherein the processing means is configured to be responsive to a user id from 
said data input device to: 

i) transmit said user id to a remote location in a request message via 
the network communication means; [0071]; [0087]; [0090]; [0103] 

ii) receive a response to said request message via the network 
communication means, the response containing a list of product id 
codes; and ( abstract; [0076]) 

iii) reduce the accumulated purchase price in dependence on matches 
between elements in said list and said stored product codes, 
(abstract; [0033]; [0034]; [0084]) 
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5. Regarding claim 24, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal according 
to claim 23 (see claim 23 rejection), wherein the processing means is configured 
to be further responsive to a user id from the data input device to report said 
matches to a remote location via said network communication means. [0034]; 
[0035]; [0079]; [0080] 

6. Regarding claim 25, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal according 
to claim 23 (see claim 23 rejection), wherein the scanner means is a bar code 
scanner. ([0057]; fig 2B; [0069]; fig 1 1 ; [0088]) 

7. Regarding claim 26, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal according 
to claim 25, wherein the machine-to-machine data input device comprises said 
bar code scanner, (fig 1 , elm A104; fig 2B; fig 1 1 ; [0044]; [0069]; [0088]; elm 7) 

8. Regarding claim 27, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal according 
to claim 26 (see claim 26 rejection), wherein the processing means is configured 
to identify a user id by comparing a code from the bar code scanner with a range 
of codes not reserved for product ids. (fig 6B, elm 370; [0093]) 

9. Regarding claim 28, Restis discloses: A point of sale terminal according 
to claim 23 (see claim 23 rejection), including user input means, wherein the 
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processing means is configured to identify a user id by detecting a predetermined 
operation of said user input means. ("... swipes ..." in [0069]) 

10. Regarding claim 29, Restis discloses: A transaction system comprising a 
point of sale terminal and a communication user agent, the point of sale terminal 
comprising: 

a) a bar code scanner means for reading product ids from products and 
a user id from a communication user agent, ([0044]; [0059]; fig 4; 
[0070]-[0073]; [0057]; fig 2B; [0069]; fig 11; [0088]) 

b) network communication means, and [0019]; [0023]; [0075] 

c) processing means operable to accumulate a total purchase price in 
dependence on product id codes read by the scanner means and store 
said code values; ([0085]; [0088]; fig 3, elm 501 ; [0090]; fig 4, elm 509; 
[0092]) 

and the communication user agent being operable to display a bar code 
representing a user id code, 

wherein the processing means of the point of sale terminal is configured to be 
responsive to a user id from said data input device to: 

i) transmit said user id to a remote location in a request message via 
the network communication means, [0071]; [0087]; [0090]; [0103] 

ii) receive a response to said request message via the network 
communication means, the response containing a list of product id 
codes, ( abstract; [0076]) 
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iii) reduce the accumulated purchase price in dependence on matches 
between elements in said list and said stored product codes, and 
(abstract; [0033]; [0034]; [0084]) 

iv) report said matches to a remote location via said network 
communication means. [0034]; [0035]; [0079]; [0080] 

1 1 . Regarding claim 30, Restis discloses: A system according to claim 29 
(see claim 29 rejection), wherein the processing means is configured to identify a 
user id by comparing a code from the bar code scanner with a range of codes not 
reserved for product ids. (fig 6B, elm 370; [0093]) 

12. Regarding claim 31 , Restis discloses: A system according to claim 30 
(see claim 30 rejection), wherein point of sale means includes user input means 
and the processing means is configured to identify a user id by detecting a 
predetermined operation of said user input means. ("... swipes ..." in [0069]) 

CONCLUSIONS 

13. The prior art of record and not relied upon in this Office action, but 
considered to be relevant for Applicant's disclosure: 

• US 20020042774 A1 ; Credit manager method and system; Ortiz, Luis M. 
etal. 
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• US 20020055906 A1 ; Methods and apparatus for intelligent selection of 
goods and services in telephonic and electronic commerce; Katz, Ronald 
A. etal. 

• US 734331 9 B1 ; Multi-tier pricing of individual products based on volume 
discounts; Walker, Jay S. et al. 



14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to RADU ANDREI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5283. The examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Thurs 8am-5pm. 



1 5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Calvin Hewitt can be reached on 571 .272.6709. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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16. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/RADU ANDREI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4137 

/Calvin L Hewitt II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4137 



